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October 2018 
 
 
Dear BSHRA competitors 
 
Welcome to the British Siberian Husky Racing Association 2018 - 2019 Race Season Brochure.  
 
The main points of note for the coming season are: 
 
This season we will be running eight race weekends, with each weekend as 2 x 1 day races with the exception of the race 
at Kings West which for a third year will be a 3-day event. There will be 16 days of championship racing with the best 11 
races to count. In the event of races having to be cancelled, competitors will take their best 10 from 15, 9 from 14, 8 from 
13, and thereafter it will be as close to 2/3rds of the total number of races to count, as is possible. The final day of 
championship racing will therefore be Saturday 2 March 2019, with the first team starting at 8.15am. The Championship 
Presentation will take place on the Saturday evening at Browns in Mundford. Sunday 3 March 2019 will be a special 
event day run over the same trails as the previous day. 
 
We are pleased to be able to confirm the scheduling of races this season at Sherwood, Rendlesham and Thetford and we 
are looking forward to fielding a full race calendar. In the event that any last minute changes to forest entrances occur, 
details of alternative arrangements will be notified via email, the BSHRA website (www.huskyracing.org) and the BSHRA 
Facebook page. Therefore, please ensure that we have your up-to-date email address, and you regularly check for 
updates.  
 
Additionally this season sees: 
 

¶ A welcome continuation of the sponsorship of the whole seasonôs racing by Alpha Feeds. 
 

¶ Additional support from Photizo and Leucillin; both intrinsically related to the dog world  
 

¶ Entry Fees remain unchanged, with the fee for Junior classes remaining at one rate of £7.50 per race i.e. £15.00 
for a two race weekend, thus exempting them from the higher first team entry rate which continues to apply in all 
other classes. Our successful online entry will also continue this season. 

 

¶ Clarification of the guidelines / rules and guidelines concerning entry into the Rookie championship, please 
ensure you read them fully prior to the start of the race season.  

 

¶ Trophy Plaques for mounting you whole seasons results buttons will be available this year to order only. Keep an 
eye open for details of how and when to order on the website, Facebook and BSHRA emails. 

 

¶ The last Sunday of the race season will see a new event óThe End of Season Shoot Outô with trophies for 1
st
, 2

nd
 

& 3
rd

 Places in all classes. 
 

¶ For safety reasons we would like to stress that children and young adults under 16 are only permitted to enter 
and travel in marshalling vehicles with an accompanying adult.   

 

¶ Once again this year Malamute and Mixed Freight teams DM/DF will be amalgamated into the Siberian classes. 
Teams of up to 3 dogs will be amalgamated into the D class and any larger team added to other classes as 
appropriate. If sufficient entries are received for a race, teams will be granted their own DM class for that event at 
the discretion of the Race Timer 

 

¶ The changes in recent seasons to the finish chute area will continue to be in place and for safety reasons we ask 
everyone to please abide by these especially with respect to staying out of the areas marked as off limits. 
Similarly the rule stating that finishing teams (of all sizes) should be escorted back to the van is not always being 
followed, therefore please ensure that there is always an escort for your team, if your escort is missing there is 
bound to be someone at the finish area willing to help so please just ask. 

 

  

 

  



When arriving at the race site please do not park in any areas taped off for designated vehicles. These are put in place so 
that there is a central point where the organisers and catering can be found and to ensure that organisers can quickly 
access the start / finish areas and marshal vehicles in the event of an emergency on the trail. For this reason please can 
we stress again this season please do not move or tamper with tape or markings laying out these areas. 

 

¶ A reminder to all competitors who run dogs with BSHRA welfare numbers that these numbers are valid for use at 
BSHRA events and AMWA events only. When entering events with other organisations please refer and abide by 
their rules and guidelines regarding the running of welfare dogs. 

 

¶ BSHRA Needs you! We need more of you to volunteer for the roles of Head Marshal and Scrutineer. If you are 
interested but are unsure of what this entails ask one of the BSHRA organisers to pair you up with someone 
performing the role at a race and find out what it is all about. Other competitors volunteer in order that you can 
run your dogs, PLEASE consider returning the favour. 

 

¶ To further support our reputation please remember to clean up, fill holes and take your rubbish and dog fur with 
you when leaving the race site. This also applies when you are on the trail marshalling and also in the marshal 
vehicles. Please do not leave rubbish in the vehicles or hand it to the drivers. 

 

¶ It is in no small part due to this good reputation that the Thetford & Rendlesham Forestry Commission are 
allowing overnight camping at Race sites, on race weekends ONLY. The charge for the new season will be 
£10.00 per vehicle per night, Payments must be made with your entry 

 
The BSHRA organisers would remind competitors that entry into the Championship series assumes a certain level of dog 
and musher fitness prior to taking part.  This is to ensure the health and welfare of the dogs and mushers alike. The 
organisers reserve the right to exclude any team that is believed to be unfit or unwell from competition. 
 
In the event of BSHRA cancelling a race there will be an option to transfer the entry to the next available BSHRA race 
only. In this instance a new entry form should be completed which must be for the same class/es as the cancelled race. In 
no other circumstances will refunds or entry transfers be made. 
 
In the event of a legal claim being made by a BSHRA competitor or participant, against BSHRA itself, or another BSHRA 
competitor or participant, following an incident at a BSHRA sanctioned race, the individual making the claim, their family 
and dogs, will be automatically suspended for the duration of the claim. In the event of legal disputes between 
competitors or participants, the BSHRA Board of Organisers also reserves the right to suspend both parties, their families 
and dogs, until the matter is resolved. This will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Competitors are reminded that they need to be prepared for all conditions especially snow and ice. This is a winter sport 
therefore it is important to equip yourself with snow chains, shovels etc so that you can get your vehicle out of tricky 
situations.  
 
A copy of the booklet 'Running Huskies in Harness' may be found online ï we hope newcomers in particular, will find this 
of interest. 
 
Brochure downloads can be downloaded from the website: www.huskyracing.org.uk. Documents include the BSHRA race 
rules, race directions, a generic entry form and a copy of the full brochure. 
 
The cost of the permits has gone up considerably as has our event insurance. Therefore, in an effort to keep entry fees at 
the same level, the brochure will only be available online.  
 
Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact one of the BSHRA organisers.   
Train well and enjoy yourselves! 
 
With best wishes  
 
BSHRA Race Organisers 

http://www.huskyracing.org.uk/


 

 
 
 

The BSHRA 2018 / 2019 Race Season 

 
              Calendar 

 

DATE 

 
ENTRY 

CLOSING 
DATE 

(Postmark) 

VENUE ORGANISERS CONTACT No. 

17/18 Nov 
2018 

5 Nov 2018 
Rendlesham Forest 1 
Suffolk 

Steve & Christine 
Biddlecombe 

01892 319670 

1/2 Dec 2018 19 Nov 2018 
Sherwood Forest   
Notts 

Sue & Roger 
Bellamy, Mike 
Hammond  

TBC 

15/16 Dec 
2018 

3 Dec 2018 
Santon Downham Forest 
Thetford, Suffolk 

Tim & Sally Hart 01760 440828 

5/6 Jan 2019 18 Dec 2018 
Rendlesham Forest 2 
Suffolk 

Andrew & Chris 
Grisbrooke 

01763 848052 

19/20 Jan 
2019 

7 Jan 2019 
Broomhill Forest 
Thetford, Suffolk 

Tim & Sally Hart 01760 440101 

2/3 Feb 2019 21 Jan 2019 
Warren Wood 
Thetford, Suffolk 

Andrew & Chris 
Grisbrooke 

01763 848052 

15/16/17 Feb 
2019 

4 Feb 2019 
Kings Forest West 
Thetford, Suffolk 

 
Steve & Christine 
Biddlecombe 
 

01892 319670 

2/3 Mar 2019 18 Feb 2019 
Cranwich Forest 
Thetford, Suffolk 

Tim & Sally Hart 01760 440828 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BSHRA  ROLL  HONOUR  

2017  /  201 8  
 

 GOLD SILVER BRONZE 

A Class Andrew Grisbrooke Steve Rooke Hugh Sym 

B Class Kev Spooner Tim Hart Ali Koops 

C4 Class Tonin Aguilera Mel Hannam Sarah Dixon 

C3 Class Kirk Robinson Caroline Kisko Kev Spooner 

D Class Marina McLean Dorit Felner Tim Purser 

S Class Liz Smith Andrew Gibson Nicole Simmons 

BK Class Tom Quinton Tim Purser Sarah Gunby-Price 

VETERAN TEAM Julie Collins (D) Ali Koops (C3) Sally Leich (C3) 

ROOKIE MUSHER *** *** *** 

ALL BITCH TEAM Dorit Fellner (D) Matt Murphy (C3) Naomi March (C3) 

Junior 1 Harry Hart Ryan Watson Kai Watson 

Junior 2 Holly Gibson  James Spooner Lucy Ransome 

SKIIVOLK MOSES TROPHY 

JOINT WINNERS:  
Adam, Colby, George, Walter & Stanley  

(Zawkkasts Scrappy, Li'l Evie, Cripes a Mighty, Stark Mad & Bundle of Joy respectively)  
Owned by Tim & Sally Hart, Stanley owned by Alex & Tim Purser. 

& 
Harley Quinn & Yukon (Trailhunters Fox Tor & Dart Granite respectively) 

Owned by Rachael Smith & Naomi March 

ALAN HICKMOTT "Old Git" TROPHY 

"Goose" Arctictreks Vanilla Mousse - 13yrs 10 mths (at season end)  
Owned by Barbara Stanier  

 

  

 



 

 
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL ABOUT THE SIBERIAN HUSKY 
BOOKS  

ȰManaging a Pack of Siberian Huskies ȱ   )Ô ÉÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÕÎÕÓÕÁÌ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ 3ÉÂÅÒÉÁÎ 

Husky. Most people who get involved with this breed will soon have more than one and will often then 
want to build a team; this is when it becomes necessary to understand how to manage a pack. It is 
important to recognise when problems are starting between individuals so that they can be stopped 
before they escalate into fighting. 
This book discusses and describÅÓ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÓ ÉÎ Á ÐÕÐÐÙȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ×ÅÅËÓȟ ÈÏ× ÔÏ 
read and interpret social behaviour and how to prevent problems; importantly, it also covers how to 
manage such problems if and when they do occur. 
The book also explains the necessity for a varied and interesting environment and life for your Siberians, 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÒÕÌÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÃË ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ 
behaviour. 

òWorking and Racing Siberian Huskies in the UK (and other temperate 

climates)ó  The Siberian Husky is getting more popular all the time and people soon discover that the best 

way to properly and safely exercise this normally very high energy breed is to work them in harness. Consequently 
more and more people are getting involved in this wonderful activity and starting to work their Siberians all the 
time. This book attempts to help those just starting out as well as those who have been involved for several years. 
It includes numerous training tips and ideas to try out in training to get the best out of your dogs. My aim in 
training has always been to help each and every dog perform to their best ability while never asking more from a 

dog than it is capable of giving. This book attempts to cover all aspects of training and racing in 

our  sort of climate and provides useful training tips to increase speed, stamina and 

strength.  

FILM  

òThe Siberian Husky, an illustration of how form follows functionó 

This is a DVD which was originally made to explain to judges why the Siberian needs to be built in a 
certain way to perform its function in harness. It compares 4 dogs which have common structural faults 
with several well-constructed dogs, both in a show ring situation and while working, and sets out to 
ÅØÐÌÁÉÎ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÆÁÕÌÔÓ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÇÓȭ ÁÂÉlity to work as they should.  
A section on heavy training with a van chassis is also included, as well as some footage of our pack at the 
time, meeting some people for the first time and playing in their playground run. 
There are several well-known dogs from our earlier bloodlines in this film. Dogs which are prominent in 
ÍÁÎÙ ÐÅÄÉÇÒÅÅÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ #È &ÏÒÓÔÁÌ -ÅÓÈËÁȟ &ÏÒÓÔÁÌȭÓ !ÌÁÄÙÎȟ #È 3ÎÏÓÈÏÅÓ 2ÕÓÓËÙ ÏÆ &ÏÒÓÔÁÌ ÁÎÄ #È 
&ÏÒÓÔÁÌȭÓ 3ÅÅÇÏÏȢ 
All these are only available directly from Sally Leich, Forstal, Lynford, Thetford, Norfolk, IP26 5EL. 
Tel:- 01842 878246 or 07584981296      e-mail:- info@forstalsiberians.co.uk 

 

 
 

tel:-
mailto:info@forstalsiberians.co.uk


GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 
BSHRA CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS SYSTEM 

 
This section is to be read in conjunction with the BSHRA Race 
Rules.  These are included in this brochure and competitors are 
advised to read them thoroughly as responsibility for compliance rests 
with the competitor. 
 
1 For the 2018/2019 Championship, 16 days of racing are scheduled.  An individual competitor 

will count his/her best 11 results.  It is not necessary to enter all races to qualify for a final 
placing in the championship. For J1 & J2 Classes there will be 16 races from which the best 11 
results will count. Competitors are reminded that any team containing one or more BSHRA 
Welfare dogs does not qualify to enter any championship and as such should be entered as a 
"Non Championship Team" on the race entry form 
 

2 In the event of races having to be cancelled, competitors will take their best results 10 from 15, 
9 from 14, 8 from 13, and thereafter it will be as close to 2/3rds of the total number of races to 
count, as is possible. (Please also see note 8 regarding weather). 
 

3 To qualify for a final championship position a competitor must compete in a minimum of four 
championship races in that same class. 
 

4 A points system will operate. Points will be awarded to the first 20 finishers in each class, at 
each one day race, as follows: 
 
  1st  -   66 PTS  11th    -  14 PTS 
  2nd  -  57 PTS  12th  -  12 PTS 
  3rd - 49 PTS  13th  -  10 PTS 
  4th - 42 PTS  14th  -    8 PTS 
  5th - 36 PTS  15th  -    6 PTS 
  6th - 31 PTS  16th  -    5 PTS 
  7th  - 27 PTS  17th  -    4 PTS 
  8th - 23 PTS  18th  -    3 PTS 
  9th - 20 PTS  19th  -    2 PTS 
           10th - 17 PTS  20th  -    1 PT  
 

5 All points for a class championship must have been obtained in that class only. 
 

6 In the event of a tied points total for final positions a draw will be declared and the mushers will 
be awarded the same final position. 
 

7 No competitor may run more than one team in each class. 
 

8 Weather (See BSHRA Race Rules A7) 
 If during a day's racing, whole classifications are cancelled due to weather, those 
classifications completed shall count towards the Championship points system. Those 
classifications only part completed shall not count. 

 

 



 
9 The Rookie, Veteran & all Bitch Championships will take place in conjunction with the overall 

competition, and only teams entered in A, B, C4, C3, and D classes will be eligible to enter 
with Rookie entrants not be permitted to enter a team larger that a C4. Any team containing 
one or more BSHRA Welfare dogs does not qualify to enter the Rookie, Veteran & all Bitch 
Championships and should be entered as Non Championship.  

 
10 Points awarded for these Championships will be based on the number of competitors beaten in 

the class, shown as a percentage of all competitors starting in that class e.g. If an all Bitch 
competitor finishes 5th in a class of 20 they have beaten 15 teams, they will be awarded 75 
points because they have beaten 75% of the teams in the class. If any competitor enters more 
than one team in the Veteran, Rookie or all Bitch Championship then the best result will count 
towards the Championship. Entrants in these Championships should tick the relevant box on 
the entry form.   
 

11 Mushers entering their first full season with BSHRA will not qualify to enter the Rookie 
Championship if they have entered a combined total of 5 or more races with BSHRA or any 
other Husky racing organisations and/or they have already been placed within the top three of 
a previous BSHRA Rookie Championship.  
 
In addition to the above Competitors who have run in the BSHRA Scooter Class only will be 
allowed to enter the Rookie Championship if they move up to the D, C3 & C4 in following 
seasons  
 

12 To qualify for the Veteran Championship the average age of team members must be 7 years 
and over (whole years only ï not including months).   
 

13 An untimed Courtesy class will be held at all events on Saturday only, to allow competitors to 
run non competing dogs around a short trail at the end of competition. The number of dogs 
should be advised at the time of entry and the appropriate fee paid in advance. Teams of more 
than two dogs MUST include at least one experienced dog. A start time and a bib number will 
be allocated and the bib and helmet must be worn. 
 

14 A copy of the event insurance certificate is published in this brochure. 
 

15 In the event of a legal claim being made by a BSHRA competitor or participant, against 
BSHRA itself, or another BSHRA competitor or participant, following an incident at a BSHRA 
sanctioned race, the individual making the claim, their family and dogs, will be automatically 
suspended for the duration of the claim. In the event of legal disputes between competitors or 
participants, the BSHRA Board of Organisers also reserves the right to suspend both parties, 
their families and dogs, until the matter is resolved. This will be dealt with on a case-by-case 
basis 

 
16 In the event that a venue becomes unusable before or during a race weekend, the venue may 

be moved or the race cancelled. There will be no postponement or change of date. 
If BSHRA does cancel a race there will be an option to transfer the entry to the next available 
BSHRA race only. In this instance a new entry form should be completed which must be for 
the same class/es as the cancelled race. In no other circumstances will refunds or entry 
transfers be made 
 

17 Competitors running entire non-Siberian or mixed sled dog teams (a Siberian and another 
breed) will be welcome to run in the normal course of a class but will not be entitled to score 
points. 
 

18 Anyone not wishing to compete in the championship may tick the box on the entry form entitled 
"Non Championship Team".  Such teams will still be entitled to any award won at a race but 
will not score points towards the Championship.   
 



 
19 Points which are not awarded to a team entered as non championship will automatically be 

awarded to the next championship competing team e.g. if a non-championship team places 4th, 
then the points for 4th place will be awarded to the team placed 5th if it is competing in the 
Championship. Any competitor entering a class as a championship entry where it will not be 
possible for that competitor to attain the qualifying four races prior to the end of the season, will 
automatically be re-categorised as non-championship. 

 
BSHRA BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS 

 
1 BSHRA will award champions trophies for the overall winners of each class and Red Lantern 

trophies which will be presented at an awards ceremony following the final championship event 
of each season. These will be held for one year and remain the property of BSHRA. The 
winners will ensure that they are returned in good order, suitably engraved, and in time to be 
presented at the next season's final event. 
 

2 In addition BSHRA will furnish awards for 1st to 7th placed mushers in each class, these will be 
retained by the musher. 

 
3 Individual events may also provide awards at the organiser's discretion. 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
 

CLASS DESCRIPTION (See rules: 1A6) 
 

CLASS CLASS DESCRIPTION 
A Class Minimum of 7 dogs, maximum of 8 dogs 
B Class Minimum of 4 dogs, maximum of 6 dogs 

C4 Class Minimum of 3 dogs, maximum of 4 dogs 
C3 Class Minimum of 2 dogs, maximum of 3 dogs 
D Class 2 dogs 
S Class 1 Dog (all breeds eligible to compete can be part of the Championship 

in this class) 
BK Class Cyclist (1 Dog) 
J1 Class Junior Musher age*: 8 to 11 Years (1 dog ONLY) 
J2 Class Junior Musher age*: 12 to 15 Years (1 or 2 dogs ONLY) 

* The age (rounded down to whole years) of the Junior Musher at the first race they enter during a race 
season shall dictate the class they stay in for the remainder of that season. 

 
For this series of races, dogs of Zero bloodlines within their 5 generation pedigree will not be eligible for entry. 

TIMING 
 
All events will be timed using an electronic timing system.  
 

TRAIL DISTANCE AND INFORMATION 
 
The Race Organiser reserves the right to amend the trails on either day depending on the weather, 
temperature and trail surface conditions, without prior notification. 
 
Saturday trails will be available for inspection on the Friday afternoon prior to the event.  No competing dogs 
will be allowed on the trails prior to competition. 

 



 
START POSITIONS 

 
Start positions will be decided per BSHRA race rules Section 2A, i.e.: the draw may be conducted in one of 
three ways: 
1. A seeded draw using previous performance as criteria for seeding. 
2. A partially seeded draw, seeding groups of teams of similar ability. 
3. A totally random draw 
Note: The Race Starter has the authority, on the grounds of safety, to suspend teams from starting. The 
suspension will be in one minute intervals; the timer will be made aware. 
Alaskan style starts for teams of 3 dogs or below will only be allowed at the organiserôs discretion directly 
behind the start chute and directly prior to their start time event. Alaskan starts will not be allowed at any other 
place or time. 
 
RACE INFORMATION 
 
A race bulletin notice board will be placed in a prominent position at all races. This 
should be consulted for up-to-the-minute race information such as start times, trail 
alterations and so on. 
 
No dogs under the age of 12 months will be permitted to compete. 
 
Rig/sled/scooter loans will not be permitted in the same class and are strictly the responsibility of the mushers 
concerned.  Any loans between classes must be declared on the entry form and the donor mushers name 
supplied.  The organisers will make every attempt to accommodate them within the draw. 
 
For 2018/19 there will be 16 days of racing ï each race weekend consisting of two or three separate race 
days. Competitors may change their entry for race two or three, providing the Race Organiser is informed of 
this by midday on the previous day. 
       
The trails are set out strictly for competition and are to be used at the appointed race/courtesy class times 
ONLY. 
 
All signage and boundaries relating to prohibited access to marked off areas are to be strictly adhered to. 
These boundaries are in place for safety reasons and apply to competitors, helpers, the public, dogs and all 
vehicles. Similarly, when arriving at the race site please do not park in any areas taped off for designated 
vehicles. These are put in place so that there is a central point where the organisers and catering can be found 
and to ensure that organisers can quickly access the start / finish areas and marshal vehicles in the event of 
an emergency on the trail. For this reason please can we stress again this season please do not move or 
tamper with tape or markings laying out these areas. 
 
It is a legal requirement that all dogs have identification tags attached to their collars while within areas which 
are open to free access by the general public. Similarly all dogs should be microchipped; we reserve the right 
to scan all/any competing dogs for microchips at all events  
 
It is a requirement of your entry that you hold third party Insurance cover and you may be required to provide 
proof of this during the race season.  

 



 
Scrutineering 
Equipment scrutineering will take place between 7:00am and 10:00am on each race day, hence all race 
competitors will need to be on site AND have their equipment checked and passed BY 10:00am. Please 
remember, lines must also be checked so ensure they are attached to your rig, scooter or bike. Junior 
scrutineering will take place prior to the junior event. Different stickers will be used on each day to enable 
snubbers and starters to monitor compliance. If a musher arrives at the start line without the appropriate 
scrutineering sticker, they will be permitted to start, at their own risk, but will automatically be disqualified. It is 
the individual musherôs responsibility to ensure that their rig, scooter and/or bike has been checked and has 
the appropriate sticker attached. Mushers are reminded that all rigs, scooters and bikes must comply with the 
BSHRA requirements as laid out in the Race Rules. 

 
Loose dogs - In the unfortunate event that someone loses a team or single dog, a delay may be necessary, 
especially if and while a loose dog(s) is in the vicinity of the start area. Any such delay will be at the discretion 
of the race organisers and will be in staged 15 minute intervals. However, sometimes there are benefits to 
keeping the race running as the familiar noise from the starting area may encourage a dog(s) to return, there 
are marshals in radio contact throughout the trail to observe and possibly catch any loose dog(s), and the 
continuation of a race may also encourage a loose dog(s) to follow a running team to the finish. Consideration 
will be given to the individual nature of the lost dog(s) so it may be necessary to deal with each situation 
individually. All efforts and resources will be utilised to find, catch and return dog(s) to the van/owner at the 
earliest opportunity. As an additional precaution, the mobile phone number of the organizer will be available on 
the notice board. Competitors can note these down and call from their phone on the trail if a problem arises. In 
the event of a delay, 15 minute updates on any rescheduled start time will give competitors every chance of 
making their new start time without too much disruption. 
 
NB Importantly mushers have a responsibility to have safe travelling and handling arrangements for 
their dogs to prevent or at least reduce the risk of this from happening.    

 
Dogs which have passed through welfare ï if there is clear evidence of prior KC registration such dogs will be 
eligible to compete at BSHRA races ï both Championship and non Championship.  For those who may not 
have that evidence, on application from the owner to the BSHRA organisers, eligibility to compete will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  Where a welfare dog has been accepted as suitable to race, a BSHRA 
welfare number will be issued and will require a photograph and microchip number. These dogs are not 
eligible to compete in the class championships or the Veteran, Rookie and All Bitch championships ï but are 
very welcome to run as a 'non Championship' entry or in Courtesy teams.  Any dogs that have already been 
given permission to race may continue to be run in the Championship (i.e. up to and including any dog 
granted permission prior to September 2010).  This policy will remain under review.  Owners are reminded 
that these dogs are unregistered and therefore should not be bred from. Competitors who run dogs with 
BSHRA welfare numbers should note that these numbers are valid for use at BSHRA events and under a 
new collaborative scheme, also now with AMWA only. 
 
Junior (J) Classes  
A Junior Mushers meeting will be held after the Scooter Class and prior to Junior Classes and will include the 
following:  
Scrutineering ï To ensure the rig and lines have been checked and passed. 
Controls ï Competitors must prove that they have full control of the rig, steering and most importantly the 
braking system.   
Safety ï Competitors must have proper fitting helmets, other safety items are optional but recommended e.g. 
gloves, protective clothing, boots etc. 
Adults will be allowed to assist in the J1 class only, if you wish to assist by running or biking you must be 
alongside or behind the individual racing, you may not be in front of the team at any point of the race.  
The trail will be marshalled in both junior classes. 
Presentations will take place at the race site soon after the end of competition on each day. The Junior 
Championship awards will be presented at the end of season presentation evening.  



 
DM.DF/DS Classes 
Where a DM and or DF class is separately scheduled, the class will be started 10 minutes after the last 
Siberian Husky D class team leaves the starting chute and will be seeded according to usual BSHRA 
guidelines.   
Where DM/DF classes are not separately scheduled they will run under the same guise as DS teams 
(Siberians plus other sled dog breeds). These will run in the appropriate class for Siberian teams (i.e. along 
with the Siberian D/C3/C4 etc teams). DM/DF/DS teams do not gain BSHRA points and should be run as 
non-Championship teams. 
 
Bike Joring 
Bike Jor teams will be started 10 minutes after the last Siberian Husky C4 class team leaves the starting 
chute. 
See Appendix 1 of the BSHRA Race Rules 
 

COMPETITORS ARE REMINDED THAT: 
 

Ê 
 
 
 
Ê 
 

Driving vehicles through parking areas at races should be limited to 10mph. Please do not 
put dogs, children and adults at risk by exceeding this. Breaking this rule (2D5) may result 
in disqualification. 
 
For the same reason it should also be noted that teams should not run at full speed back 
to their vans but should slow to a trotting pace and be escorted back to their van by a 
competent handler. Breaking this rule (2D5) may result in disqualification. 
 

Ê When arriving at the race site please do not park in any areas taped off for designated 
vehicles. These are put in place so that there is a central point where the organisers and 
catering can be found and to ensure that organisers can quickly access the start / finish 
areas and marshal vehicles in the event of an emergency on the trail. For this reason 
please can we stress again this season please do not move or tamper with tape or 
markings laying out these areas. 

  
Ê It is their responsibility to clear up after their dogs and fill in any holes dug by their dogs 

while on stakeout. 
 

Ê Please DO NOT leave litter in the forest. This includes POO BAGS and DOG FUR. 
 ***PLEASE TAKE YOUR LITTER HOME WITH YOU*** 

 
Ê They should be courteous to members of the public and other forest users. 

 
Ê In some cases The Forestry Commission does not allow camping in the forest except at 

designated campsites. Please do not jeopardise our relationship with the Forestry 
Commission by disobeying this rule or by camping very close to the forest entrance.   
  

***STRICTLY NO FIRE LIGHTING ALLOWED*** 
 

Ê All races will have a range of services on site for your convenience and safety. 



BSHRA SAFETY POLICY 
 
Safety for dogs and drivers is a major factor in the planning of trails and the organisation of events for the 
BSHRA Race Organisers. In addition, BSHRA would like all race competitors to note the following points: 
 
Ê The wearing of safety helmets is compulsory in BSHRA races, including the courtesy class.  

Winning teams have average speeds of around 16-19+ mph depending on class, which means 
speeds at times in excess of 25 mph.  Head protection is now mandatory or widely adopted in 
many events held for sports where there is the possibility of a fall or collision at such high 
speed (horse racing, three day eventing, show jumping, parachuting, cycling, canoeing, etc.).  
The BSHRA Race Organisers therefore require the wearing of helmets for all participants in all 
classes. 
 

Ê For the scooter and Bike jor classes, the wearing of elbow and knee protectors is also 
recommended. 
 

Ê Its is compulsory that all competitors in the "A" class use an approved four wheeled rig with 
brakes fitted to each wheel 
 

Ê For all competitors in the "B" classes it is recommended that all wheels have brakes  
 

Ê First aid assistance in the form of a qualified individual will be on hand at all BSHRA events.  
The Race Organiser will identify the individual/s concerned at the mushers meeting at the 
beginning of the day and will inform competitors of a location where first aid assistance can be 
obtained at any time during the day.  In the case of an accident or emergency when the Race 
Organiser may not be immediately available, any competitor should know where assistance 
could be found.  If a competitor misses the mushers meeting, it is his/her responsibility to find 
out about first aid facilities at the race site ï this will additionally be published on the race 
notice board. 

 
Ê Veterinary assistance will take the form of a local practice on call.  The appropriate telephone 

number is printed in the BSHRA race brochure and will also be displayed on the race notice 
board (usually situated at or near start/finish areas). 

 

 
TOP SAFETY & TRAINING TIPS FOR RUNNING HUSKIES 

 
DO 

¶ Know the temperature 
o before you go running ï humidity is critically important too. Stick to running in temperatures 

below 15°C and reduce the distance as temperatures goes up. 

¶ Check humidity 
o it is as important as temperature particularly when itôs warm. 
o remember a dog can only lose heat effectively through its mouth so make sure they can breath 

freely. 

¶ Ensure your lines are correctly fitted 
o a dog pulling on its neckline instead of its tug-line is at risk. 

¶ Make sure harnesses fit correctly 
o different styles fit differently so make sure they fit appropriately to the type of harness. 

¶ Use collars which have no ómovementô in them 
o collars that tighten as the dog pulls forward can be dangerous ï a well fitted buckle or ring collar 

is ideal. 

¶ Position a stake carefully 
o if you use a stake to hold the team while youôre harnessing and when you get back from a run, 

make sure the line to the stake is attached to the gang line and never to the front dogsô 
necklines ï they risk being pulled around by the dogs behind and could be hurt or worse if the 
other dogs suddenly pull away in another direction. 
 
 

¶ Switch positions in the team 



o front to back and side to side.  A óone positionô dog is far less efficient since it can become one-
sided and may learn to lean out to one side rather than pulling straight forward.  Even wheel 
dogs like to run up front on occasion and youôll never find out just what talents your dogs have if 
they are always run in the same position. Additionally your lead dogs need a óbreakô from 
responsibility now and then. 

¶ Measure the distance you run and keep a record of: 
o team positions 
o temperature 
o distance 

¶ When you get back from a run: 
o make sure the dogs are immediately given individual bowls of fresh water. 
o wipe their faces. 
o give them time to cool down before putting them back in your vehicle. 
o make sure the vehicle has plenty of air circulating by keeping doors and windows open. 

¶ Water part way round a training run if the weather is warm 
o stopping for a breather and a drink is all part of training. 

¶ Follow a routine 
o the dogs appreciate it and soon get to know whatôs expected of them. 

¶ Carry a double ended brass clip 
o so you can make emergency repairs on the trail. 

¶ Carry a pen knife 
o in case you need to cut your lines to rescue a dog from a really bad tangle. 

¶ Exercise your dogs all year round 
o how many human athletes have you heard of that take a summer lay off?  Just make sure you 

get out with the dawn even if you only go training once a week in the summer. 

¶ Accustom your dogs to wearing soft fleece booties 
o you may never need them but itôs far better if the dogs are used to them should the need arise. 

¶ Leave the forest as you would like to find it 
o clean and clear of fur, poo etc and be polite to other forest users ï we want to make sure we 

are always welcomed back. 
 

TOP SAFETY & TRAINING TIPS FOR RUNNING HUSKIES 
 
DONôT 

¶ Leave any necklines dangling when hitching the team 
o attaching two necklines to one dog while you fetch another is much safer and avoids the 

possibility of the first dog getting a clip in its eye as it bounces about. 

¶ Run far in high humidity or in the rain unless itôs cool 
o high humidity makes it much more difficult for the dog to lose heat so keep the distance down. 

¶ Allow line biting 
o it can be deadly to other team members and the dog itself. 

¶ Overrun your dogs 
o make sure the lines are always tight between the dogs and the rig ï even if that means braking, 

especially downhill. 

¶ Expect your dogs to run flat out downhill or on hard surfaces 
o if you have mixed surfaces to run on, let them get used to each surface by running steadily and 
in a controlled way so they arenôt frightened. 

¶ Use a stake out line as a means of pooing and peeing your dogs 
o walk them first and then put them on the stake out ï the majority of dogs actually prefer to get 

back to the comfort of their van after a good run. 
 



 
BSHRA NEEDS YOU F 

 
Marshals, Head Marshal, Starters, & Scrutineers 
If you are new to racing and you have never undertaken these roles before, either pair yourself up with 
someone who has the experience (or ask the race organiser to do this on your behalf) and see for yourself 
what it entails. Marshalling especially gives the opportunity to see other teams in action and observe and learn 
from different techniques and skills. You may find you enjoy it!  Many of the regular participants do, but 
nevertheless they need breaks from their duties from time to time.  More people volunteering to marshal will 
help share the experience and the load. 
Without volunteers to carry out these vital tasks a race could not go ahead, yet there are occasions when there 
are so few volunteers that the viability of a whole race is put in jeopardy. This results in organisers having to 
ask the same reliable people to cover the different roles once again, when they may well have fancied just one 
race off from a marshal duty. 
To those of you who already volunteer and those who volunteer for the first time this season, just a gentle 
reminder to please ensure you turn up in plenty of time for the class you are covering, especially the 8/6 and 4 
dog class marshals. To assist with this, in the few days leading up to a race weekend, w endeavour to publish 
the allocated roles via email and/or social media so that those involved know when they need to turn up. Keep 
an eye open for the emails and if you think you cannot make it please let the Race Organiser know as soon as 
possible so that a replacement can be found. There is simply nothing worse as an organiser on race day than 
finding youôre 2 marshals short 30 minutes before the 8 dog class starts!  
 
Head Marshal 
The role of the Head Marshal is vital to ensure that all marshals are available for their shift and at the pick-up 
area in plenty of time to be driven out to their marshalling point (approx 15-20 mins before the class starts). 
This may mean physically seeking out those who have forgotten to turn-up. In the event of a 'no-show' the 
Head Marshal is responsible for arranging a stand-in to be ready to go when required. The Head Marshal 
should also ensure that all Marshals are familiar with the 'Instructions for Trail Marshals' (below) and the 
'Mobile Radio Guidelines' both of which will be in the Marshal Pack along with the team running order, radio, 
dog lead, marshal bib and pen. Special attention should be given to novice marshals who have not marshalled 
before and arrangements should be made for them to pair up with an experienced marshal until they are 
confident to marshal on their own. Where split-timing is being used, the Head Marshal will need to ensure that 
the Marshal on the split timing point (approx half way round) is instructed in what to do to record and notify the 
timer of the split time.  
All in all a busy role but rewarding and a really good way to get to know everyone. Please volunteer, for this 
role or you could pair up with someone else and share the duties. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TRAIL MARSHALS 
 

¶ Please make yourself available to the Race Organiser in good time, at least 30 minutes before 
the class starts ï this includes grabbing a cup of tea and something to eat! If you are positioned 
at the furthest point of the trail, it may take some time to get to your Marshal Point. Race Organisers do 
not need to be hunting for Marshals at the last minute! 

¶ You will be given a start list to check off the teams 

¶ Included in your pack will be a radio. Familiarise yourself with how it works and use it! ñBib 29 
passing marshal 3ò will suffice but the event of an emergency, it raises the alarm quickly and makes it 
quicker and easier for a marshal vehicle to track someone down. 

¶ Please be aware of the race rules - they are published on the website and included in the brochure. 
Take a mobile phone, a dog lead, warm clothing, food and drink - you may be out for some time 
possibly in cold and/or wet conditions. Keep your mind on the job i.e. don't spend your time taking 
photos or ócookingô your lunch while marshalling. 

¶ On arrival at your designated Marshal Point position yourself out of sight of musher and dogs, 
and off the trail, but close enough to observe the action, intercept other forest users and able to 
react quickly if a problem arises. Avoid causing any distraction or hindrance to the teams and remain 
still. Please ensure that you are near the trail i.e. not sitting so far away that you cannot be of 
assistance to a team in difficulty because you cannot get to them quickly. In normal circumstances only 
specifically registered vehicles are permitted on the trail. If you are in one of these, park it out of sight 
and sit near the trail not in the vehicle.  It is not advisable to have a dog or dogs with you.   

¶ Trail markers indicate the trail directions for the musher. It is not your responsibility to tell teams 
which way to go. However if a team goes wrong then alert the musher, and assist them if they need 
help turning the team around, if they don't hear you call, then contact the Race Organiser.     



¶ Tick off teams on the Start List as they pass. Feel free to make comment on passing teams and to 
enter the time at which they passed - it can be helpful. 

¶ If a team does not pass when expected or within a reasonable time, make a note and use your 
radio. If in contact with other Marshals please check if the missing team has passed them, retired or 
failed to start. Otherwise they may be lost or in difficulty between Marshal Points. The Race Organiser 
needs to know if a situation occurs, as further assistance may be required to be sent out on the trail. 

¶ If you see any members of the public on or approaching the race trail, please politely inform 
them of the race in progress and ask them to keep the trail completely clear. If they have loose 
dogs ask them to put them on a lead to comply with Forestry regulations and keep them completely out 
of sight as teams pass. If people are in vehicles or on horseback strongly advise them to avoid the area 
completely. 

 
REMEMBER: Members of the public may have a right to be in the area while a race is in progress but the 
Forestry Commission do ask us to ensure that safety is our first consideration both to participants and the 
public, so you can strongly advise, but not demand, that they comply with your request in the interests of 
safety. Vehicles and in particular motorbikes do not normally have rights of access on forest trails. 
 

¶ Be prepared to warn passing mushers of potential hazards posed by members of the public. 

¶ Mushers will have been advised of where the Marshal Points are and will see the markers and will 
call for assistance if they require it. Please remember that they may be in ópanic modeô by the time they 
reach you so listen to their instructions on how best to help them in their particular circumstances. 

¶ If a musher is clearly in trouble or a loose team or loose team member is seen approaching, do 
not wait to be asked, do not worry about the Rules ï do your best to catch and secure the loose team 
or dog. 

¶ Most events pass off without incident but be prepared! Quick thinking and positive actions may save 
the day. 

¶ But rememberï in an emergency situation do not put yourself at unnecessary risk. Give assistance as 
best you can and call for back-up as soon as possible. 

¶ Return your list and any relevant observations to the Head Marshal as soon as possible after the 
class has finished. 

 
AND AT ALL TIMES REMEMBERï DON'T PANIC!   



 
 
 
 

THE BRITISH SIBERIAN HUSKY RACING ASSOCIATION 
 

RACE RULES 
 
 
 
GENERAL 
 
The Race Organiser has sole responsibility for the implementation of the 
Race Rules. There is no recourse of appeal to any third party(ies), and as 
such the Race Organiser retains ultimate authority. 
 
In the event of a legal claim being made by a BSHRA competitor or participant, against BSHRA 
itself, or another BSHRA competitor or participant, following an incident at a BSHRA sanctioned race, 
the individual making the claim, their family and dogs, will be automatically suspended for the duration of the 
claim. In the event of legal disputes between competitors or participants, the BSHRA Board of Organisers also 
reserves the right to suspend both parties, their families and dogs, until the matter is resolved. This will be 
dealt with on a case-by-case basis 
 
1 ENTRY RULES 
 
A   ELIGIBILITY 

 
 1  Entries 

 
  a The Race Organiser may refuse any entry for just cause. 

 
  b An entry for a race shall be submitted prior to the start of the race, subject to entry 

deadlines as determined by the Race Organiser. 
 

  c Any entrant shall have full third party insurance to provide cover in the event of loss or 
damage to a third party. Race Organisers reserve the right to request proof of this cover at 
any time 
 

  d Minimum age of entry for driver's - 16 years. (With the exception of Junior Classes) 
 

  e Only dogs which are one of the purebred sled dog breeds and are registered with the 
Kennel Club are eligible for entry (including welfare dogs at the discretion of the Race 
Organiser but excluding those known to be of Zero bloodlines (see note in Guidelines 
under Classification). 
 

  f A driver may enter one team only in each class. 
 

 2  Drivers inc. Cyclists 
 

  a In normal circumstances, the driver starting a team in the first heat of a race shall drive 
that team throughout the race. 
 

  b A change in driver can only be made as the result of illness or injury to the authorised 
entrant and must have the approval of the Race Organiser. Any authorised change would 
however disqualify the team from officially competing in any subsequent heats. 
 

  c Any driver disqualified in any heat of the race is not eligible to compete in the remainder of 
the race. 
 

 



 
 3  Dogs 

 
  a Any team or dog coming to the starting line that, in the opinion of the Race Organiser, is 

unfit or incapable of safely completing the trail shall be disqualified. 
 

  b Any team or dog disqualified in any heat of the race shall not be eligible to compete in the 
remainder of the race. 
 

  c Dogs may not be replaced during or between heats. 
 

  d Minimum age of dogs for competition ï 12 months. 
 

 4  Disease 
 

  a No dog or equipment shall be brought from a kennel where rabies, distemper, hepatitis, 
leptospirosis, parvovirus or any other contagious disease exists. 
 

  b If the Race Veterinarian diagnoses any dog present in the race area as having a 
contagious disease or illness, that team shall be disqualified and shall immediately leave 
the race site. 
 

 5  Identification 
 

   The option to mark individual dogs for the purposes of identification rests with the Race 
Organiser. The Organisers also reserve to right to scan for microchips for identification 
purposes at any event  
 

 6  Classifications / sizes of teams 
 

  a An "A" class team shall consist of not more than 8 dogs and not less than 7 dogs. 
 

  b A "B" class team shall consist of not more than 6 dogs and not less than 4 dogs. 
 

  c A "C4" class team shall consist of not more than 4 dogs and not less than 3 dogs. 
 

  d A "C3" class team shall consist of not more than 3 dogs and not less than 2 dogs. 
 

  e A "D" class team shall consist of 2 dogs. 
 

  f A "DM" class team shall consist of one, two or three dogs ï Alaskan Malamutes only. 
(see guidelines) 
 

  g A "DF" class team shall consist of two or three dogs of the following breeds ï Samoyed, 
Alaskan Malamute, Canadian Eskimo Dog or Greenland dog, in any combination of these 
(e.g. two Samoyeds plus one Greenland Dog).  (Mixed Freight class). 
(see guidelines) 
 

  h A "DS" class team shall consist of two or more dogs ï one or more Siberian Huskies and 
one or more of the following: Samoyed, Alaskan Malamute, Canadian Eskimo Dog or 
Greenland Dog (non Championship).  
(see guidelines) 
 

  i An "S" class team will consist of one dog only. 
 

  j A "J1" Class entry shall consist of a Junior Musher age* 8 to 11 Years and 1 dog and rig. 
 

  k A "J2" Class entry shall consist of a Junior Musher age* 12 to 15 Years and 1 or 2 dogs 
and rig.  
 

  l A "BK" class entry shall consist of a Cyclist and 1 dog  
(See Appendix 1) 



 
  m After the first heat and each subsequent heat, a driver may voluntarily reduce the size of 

the team, subject to class minimums. 
 

  n No dog may take part in more than one class or team during any one day. 
(Exception: Junior classification not exceeding one mile.) 
 

   * The age (rounded down to whole years) of the Junior Musher at the first race they enter 
during a race season shall dictate the class they stay in for the remainder of that season. 
 

 7  Weather Conditions 
 

   If, at the discretion of the Race Organiser, the conditions are such that to continue the 
proposed race would be detrimental to the health of the dogs, the classes not yet run may 
be altered or cancelled for that day. 
 

B   MEDICATION / DRUGS TESTING 
 

 1  Any substance either prescribed or non-prescribed that is administered to a dog, which 
may affect performance, is prohibited. (This includes all stimulants and depressants, 
analgesics, anti-inflammatory agents, anti-anxiety agents and steroids). 
 

 2  The Race Organiser reserves the right, using qualified personnel, to test any sled dog for 
any prohibited substances. 
 

 3  If an owner or driver refuses to allow a sample to be collected from a dog, that team shall 
be disqualified from the event. 
 

 4  If any dog in a team shows a positive test of a prohibited drug, that team is subject to 
disqualification, the final decision to be made following a hearing. 
 

C   EQUIPMENT 
 

 1  Inspection 
 

  a Drivers, teams and equipment shall be available for inspection in the vehicle holding area 
between 7:00am and 10:00am on each race day morning. Junior team equipment will be 
scrutineered prior to the commencement of the junior class. 
 

  b Inspection shall take place in an area that does not interfere with teams in the start or 
finish chutes. 
 

  c A team shall be available for inspection after each heat at the request of the Race 
Organiser. 
 

  d See Appendix 1 for additional information relating to bike joring  
 

  e All equipment is subject to the approval of the Race Organiser. 
 

 2  Harness and Lines 
 

  a All dogs shall be harnessed in single or double file. 
 

  b All dogs shall be fastened to the gang line by a neckline and tug line, with the exception of 
the leader(s), which shall be harnessed in the team by a tug line but may run with or 
without a neckline. 
 

  c A snub line will be carried on all rigs/scooters (and sleds) but will only be used to tie or 
hold the rig/scooter (or sled). This snub line must be attached directly to the gang lines. 
 

  d Shock absorbers will be bridged with a safety line. 
 



  e Karabiners (Carabiners), where used, should be lockable. 
 

  f All lines to be in used a race should be presented with the rig/scooter for scrutineering. If 
the rig is being used in more that one class the appropriate lines for all classes should be 
presented with the rig 
 

  g See Appendix 1 for additional information relating to bike joring 
 

  h All harnesses and lines are subject to the approval of the Race Organiser. 
 

 3  Rigs 
 

  a May have three or four wheels and shall be capable of being driven and controlled by a 
single driver. Any three or four wheeled rig which is designed outside the normal accepted 
design shall be subject to approval by the BSHRA board and should be prepared and 
produced to the BSHRA board at least 2 weeks before it is intended for use at a BSHRA 
race. The BSHRA board reserves the right to either stop or disqualify any competitor 
using a rig that it considers unfit for safe purpose. 
 

  b Shall have an adequate locking brake system. Four wheeled rigs used in the A class 
should have brakes fitted to all wheels. For Rigs used in the B class it is highly 
recommended that all wheels have brakes  
 

  c Shall be equipped with a manual steering mechanism. 
 

  d Shall not exceed sixty-four (1.625m) inches overall width. 
 

  e May not have an engine or any other device that will unfairly assist the team. 
 

  f Where a rig has been designed to have an inflexible brush bow and/or deflectors fitted, 
these should be fitted and not removed or altered. A rig specifically designed and built to 
be used without a brush bow will be allowed.  
 

  g All Rigs used in the A class shall have four wheels. 
 

 4  Scooters 
 

  a Shall have a platform suitable for standing on and shall be capable of being driven and 
controlled by a single driver. 
 

  b Shall have two wheels only with a minimum wheel diameter 30cm (12 inches) for each 
wheel. 
 

  c Shall have an adequate braking system either on both wheels or the rear wheel only but 
never on the front wheel alone. 
 

  d May not have an engine or any other device that will unfairly assist the team. 
 

 5  Bike Joring 
 

   See Appendix 1 for information relating to bike joring 
 

 6  Other Equipment 
 

  a Sleds - shall have an adequate braking system. 
 

  b Whips and choke collars are prohibited. 
 

 



 
  c The Race Organiser will provide a racing number for each driver. The driver shall display 

this number clearly on his/her person throughout the race. 
 

  d Drivers will be required to wear clothing appropriate to the weather conditions of the race. 
Drivers will also be required to wear a recognised sporting helmet with chinstrap when 
racing or taking part in the Courtesy class. Off-road or mountain biking helmets are the 
most suitable as they offer the type of protection best related to our sport. Spiked and 
metal studded shoes are not permitted. 
 

  e See Appendix 1 for additional information relating to bike joring  
 

  
2    START - FINISH RULES 
 
A   DRAWING AND STARTING POSITIONS 

 
   The draw may be conducted in any one of three ways: 

 
 1  A seeded draw using previous performance as criteria for the seeding. 

 
 2  A partially seeded draw, seeding groups of teams of equal ability, and conducting a 

random draw from within those groups. 
 

 3  Where the Race Organiser believes all entries are of equal ability, a totally random draw 
may be made. 
 

   N.B. It is the responsibility of the Race Organiser to ensure that clean and fair 
competition takes place on the day of the race and the potential risk of incidents 
associated with inexperienced drivers and teams, in the face of the spectating public, is 
kept to an absolute minimum. 
 

 4  Late entries, if accepted, will be added to the draw in order of receipt. 
 

 5  The first day's starting positions shall be determined by the draw, with Number 1 starting 
first, Number 2 starting second etc. 
 

 6  The second day's starting positions shall be determined by the first day's times, with the 
fastest teams starting first, the second fastest team starting second etc. 
 

 7  In races of more than two heats, the total elapsed time of the previous heats shall 
determine the starting positions with fastest team starting first, the second fastest team 
starting second etc. 
 

 8  Starting intervals between teams, which shall be determined by the Race Organiser, will 
be no more than 4 minutes and no less than 1 minute, except in extenuating 
circumstances. The Race Starter has the authority on the grounds of safety, to put back 
start times in one minute intervals. 
 

 9  Alaskan style starts are not permitted 
 

B   STARTING POINT AND TIME 
 

 1  The Race Organiser will undertake to start the competition as early as possible on each 
race day. 
 

 2  Trail time for all teams shall begin at the originally scheduled time of departure. 
 

 3  In the event that a team is considered lost, whether with or without the driver, the race 
organiser may delay the start of following classes in 15 minute intervals until either the 
team is found or recovered. Competitors shall be notified as quickly as possible and the 



following classes will be restarted as soon as is considered safe. 
 

 4  Trail times shall be calculated using a timing procedure initiated by a starter and 
completed by a finish timer, although this may be aided by the use of electronic beams. 
The responsibility for the procedure lies with the Race Organiser. A synchronised trail 
clock showing official race time will be positioned at the start line so that the driver, 
starter and helpers can all see it clearly. 
 

 5  A team that fails to be in the starting position at its scheduled starting time will be 
declared a late starting team. 
 

 6  A team may retain its place in the draw and start up to 30 seconds late if, in the view of 
the starter, this will not interfere with or adversely affect the team due off next in the draw 
and if the starter deems it to be preferable for the late starting team. 
 

 7  However, generally, a late starting team shall not be allowed to start until after the 
prescribed starting interval. 
 

 8  A team not clearing the Starting Chute prior to the scheduled start of the next team will 
be disqualified, except in extenuating circumstances. 
 

 9  In the event that the race is being run using an electronic start beam, then the starter will 
allow 15 seconds grace for a team to break the beam. Beyond that time the team's start 
time will run from the original start time ï not from the beam time. 
 

 10  The driver is responsible for ensuring that the team is securely snubbed at the start line 
prior to the designated departure time. 
 

C   ASSISTANCE IN THE STARTING CHUTE 
 

 1  If after they have started a team needs assistance in the starting chute then the musher 
can hold the rig/scooter while the helpers sort out the team. If a Race Organiser deems it 
necessary to employ a different system at a particular event, then this new system will be 
announced and explained at the mushers meeting. 
 

 2  Once a team is beyond the starting chute area in an official start, all Trail Rules shall 
apply. 
 

D   FINISH 
 

 1  A team shall have finished the heat when the driver of the team crosses the finish line. 
The rig and driver must cross the line behind the dogs. 
 

 2  If a loose team crosses the finish line ahead of its driver, that team shall have finished 
when the driver reaches the finish line. 
 

 3  See Appendix 1 for further information relating to bike joring 
 

 4  Spectators/Handlers should not enter the finishing chute beyond the specifically marked 
area and/or beyond the back of the timing van. 
 

 5  All teams coming through the finishing chute or finishing by an alternative route should 
slow to a trotting pace and be escorted back to their van by a competent handler. Teams 
not complying with this rule can be subject to disqualification. 
 

 
3    TRAIL RULES 
 
A   FOLLOWING THE TRAIL 

 
 1  A team and driver shall run the entire course as established for the race. 

 



  a The trail shall be of suitable surface, avoiding such surfaces as concrete, tarmac and 
sharp rock gravel, except for necessary road crossings. 
 

 2  If a team leaves the trail, the driver may return the team to the point at which they left the 
trail, rejoin the trail and qualify for a time. Teams taking any other route shall be 
disqualified. 
 

 3  The trail shall be followed as marked: 
 

  a A red square marker on the right side of the trail shall indicate a Right Turn. 
 

  b A red square marker on the left side of the trail shall indicate a Left Turn. 
 

  c Straight Ahead / Confirmation shall be indicated by diamond shaped blue markers. 
 

  d Caution shall be indicated by yellow or orange markers. 
 

  e A marker shall be placed approximately one half mile from the finish line to indicate the 
start of the no right of way zone. 
 

B   DRIVING A TEAM 
 

 1 a A driver may ride the rig/scooter, pedal or run as preferred. 
 

  b See Appendix 1 for further information relating to bike joring 
 

 2  A driver shall not interfere with a competing team. 
 

 3  All dogs starting a heat shall complete the entire course, either hitched in the team or 
carried on the rig/sled. 
 

 4  A dog becoming unfit after the departure shall be carried on the rig/sled. Any dog left with 
a Marshal shall render the team disqualified. 
 

 5  Carrying a passenger at any time during the race shall be prohibited unless: 
 

  a Called for in the conditions of the race. 
 

  b Giving a ride to a driver in an emergency situation. 
 

  c Agreed prior to the start of the race with the Race Organiser. 
 

 6  Physical abuse of dogs is strictly prohibited. 
 

 7  Abuse of the Race Organiser, marshals or spectators is also strictly prohibited. 
 

C   ASSISTANCE ON THE TRAIL 
 

 1 a All teams may receive similar assistance of any type from trail marshals stationed at 
designated points along the trail as authorised by the Race Organiser. 
 

  b Trail marshal points shall be clearly indicated on trail maps prior to the start of the race. 
 

  c Trail marshals shall be available to provide appropriate help only when requested to do so 
by the team driver. 
 

 2  Drivers running in the same heat may assist each other in any manner. 
 

 3  Handler and spectator assistance shall be limited to holding the rig/scooter, unless 
authorised by the Race Organiser, and except in the case of a Ioose team, or a team so 
unmanageable as to create a clear and present danger to themselves, other teams or 
persons. 



 
 4  In the absence of the driver, the team may be held or snubbed until the driver arrives to 

resume control of his team. 
 

 5  No one shall assist a team by wilfully pacing it. 
 

D   LOOSE TEAMS AND DOGS 
 

 1 a A loose team or dog may resume the trail without penalty provided the team/dog has 
completed the entire trail and the driver has received only authorised outside assistance. 
 

  b Authorised outside assistance is limited to holding a team/dog once it has been stopped. 
 

  c Any person(s) may (and is encouraged to) stop and hold a loose team or dog. 
 

E   RIGHT OF WAY 
 

 1  When passing oncoming teams on a single track, the team travelling downhill has the 
right of way. 
 

 2  On level terrain, the Race Organiser shall determine and announce, prior to the start of 
the race, whether incoming or outgoing teams will have right of way. 
 

 3  In the half mile no right of way zone prior to the finish, no team shall have right of way 
over a finishing team. 
 

F   PASSING 
 

 1  When one team driver intends to pass another team, the passing team driver may request 
the right of way when the lead dog(s) come within fifty feet of the rig/scooter of the team 
to be overtaken. The overtaking driver shall call trail when he/she intends to overtake. 
 

 2  Upon hearing this request, the overtaken team driver shall make way for the passing team 
by moving to one side of the trail, by slowing his team, or stopping if requested to do so 
by the overtaking team driver. 
 

 3  The overtaken team must keep a distance of at least 50 feet, or one team's length 
whichever is the greater, once overtaken and may only request the right of way to 
re-pass, if appropriate after: 
 

  a 2 minutes or half a mile or 
 

  b If both drivers agree at a lesser time or distance interval. 
 

 4  Passing teams which become tangled or are distracted by the interactions of the dogs 
may request the overtaken team to stop for a period not exceeding 60 seconds. 
 

 5  Good sportsmanship recognises that the overtaken team will not prevent the overtaking 
team continuing its good run by hanging off the back of the overtaking team, thus causing 
a distraction for the overtaking teamós dogs. 
 

 6  A driver coming upon two or more teams stopped together may pass all such teams. The 
stopped team drivers shall make every effort to clear the trail for the moving team(s). 
 

 7  Teams following each other shall maintain an interval of no less than one team length, or 
50 feet, which ever is the greater, except when passing, or in the no right of way zone. 
 

 
4    CONDUCT 
 
A   RESPONSIBILITY AND SPORTSMANSHIP 

 




